Phenotypic analysis of peripheral blood lymphocytes (PBL) was performed using flow cytometry in dermatomyositis (DM) with (n=8) and without interstitial pneumonia (IP) (n=5). Nine healthy subjects served as controls. Both DM patients with and without IP showed significant decreases in CD8+CD25+ (p<0.05), CD4+IFN-γ+ (p<0.01 and p<0.05, respectively) and CD4+IL-4+ cells (p<0.05) compared with controls.
Introduction
Dermatomyositis (DM) is an autoimmune disorder mainly involving the skeletal muscles and skin. Interstitial pneumonia (IP) complicates DM at a rate ranging from 10 to 50%, and significantly affects the prognosis of this disease, particularly in cases of an amyopathic form. Activated T lymphocytes are considered to play an important role in the pathogenesis 
Discussion
In our study the patients with DM showed a significant decrease in 
